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ABOUT THIS INSPECTION

The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public of the quality
of childcare and, if applicable, of nursery education. The inspection was carried out under Part
XA Children Act 1989 as introduced by the Care Standards Act 2000 and, where nursery education
is provided, under Schedule 26 of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

This report details the main strengths and any areas for improvement identified during the
inspection. The judgements included in the report are made in relation to the outcomes for
children set out in the Children Act 2004; the National Standards for under 8s day care and
childminding; and, where nursery education is provided, the Curriculum guidance for the
foundation stage.

The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision which Ofsted
has received since the last inspection or registration or 1 April 2004 whichever is the later.

The key inspection judgements and what they mean

Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality
Good: this aspect of the provision is strong
Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound
Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough

For more information about early years inspections, please see the booklet Are you ready for
your inspection? which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT SORT OF SETTING IS IT?

Allen's Montessori Day Nursery opened in 1996. It operates from three rooms in a converted
two storey house, in a residential area of Thornton Heath close to the town centre. A maximum
of 33 children may attend the nursery at any one time. The nursery opens each weekday from
07.45 to 18.00 Monday to Friday throughout the year. All children share access to a secure
outdoor play area.

There are currently 45 children aged from two to under five years on roll, 30 children receive
funding for early education. Children come from the local area. The nursery employs eight
members of staff, all of whom including the manager hold appropriate early years qualifications.
The setting receives support from the Early Years Partnership.
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROVISION

Helping children to be healthy

The provision is good.

Children's dietary needs are well catered for taking into account allergies, religious requirements
and likes and dislikes. The menus are rotated over a five week period to ensure that children
are offered a varied selection of meals and snacks. Freshly cooked food is provided daily and
children enjoy spaghetti Bolognese, noodles, pasta dishes, chicken curry, rice and peas with
chicken and other cultural dishes. Children eat fresh fruit such as apples, bananas and oranges
at snack time and as a desert after lunch. There is access to water throughout the day, which
is left out so children can help themselves.

Children are helped to learn about good hygiene practice through well established routines.
Gentle reminders by staff help them to remember to wash their hands before meals, after messy
play and going to the toilet. Children are encouraged to be independent in their personal care
through brushing their teeth after meals. Children have their own flannels and nappy changing
areas are cleaned before and after use to prevent cross infections. Although there is good
access to washing facilities in individual group rooms, children do not always use individual
towels after washing their hands.

Children have regular opportunities to enjoy physical activities. They play outdoors on a daily
basis and use balls, bikes and hoops with good control. They show good co-ordination when
running and kicking large and small balls and throwing them into a basket ball net. Children's
fine motor skills are developing well. They are competent when selecting and using small
equipment such as scissors, glue sticks and paintbrushes. There are effective arrangements in
place to allow younger children to rest during the day.

Protecting children from harm or neglect and helping them stay safe

The provision is good.

Children play in a well organised environment that allows them to move around safely. Regular
risk assessments are carried out by staff before the children arrive to make sure the nursery
and outside play area is safe. Children are encouraged not to run indoors and to push their
chairs in when they leave the table to prevent others tripping up and hurting themselves.
Children play with a wide range of good quality toys, play materials and equipment. They are
carefully selected by staff to ensure that they are appropriate for the varying ages of the
children attending. There are clear procedures in place for outings and staff visit the venues
before taking the children to make sure they are suitable.

Children take part in regular fire drills which help them become familiar with the procedures
of emergency evacuation. The premises are very secure and close circuit television is in place
so that the setting can be monitored throughout the day to ensure children and staff remain
safe. An accurate record is kept of visitors on the premises and children are closely supervised
by staff. Effective child protection procedures promote and safeguard children's welfare. Staff
have a very good knowledge of child protection issues and are aware of what action to take if
they have concerns about a child in their care.
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Helping children achieve well and enjoy what they do

The provision is good.

Children enjoy their time at the nursery they arrive happy and eager to take part in a range of
well planned activities that are appropriate for their stages of development. They delight in
listening to music and join in action rhymes that help them develop their co-ordination. They
explore and experiment with paint, play dough, and other types of media. Children have
opportunities to develop mathematical concepts through shape sorters, bricks and number
games. They listen attentively to stories told by staff and make good use of the book corner
and sit and look at books independently.

Staff use the Birth to three matters framework to help them plan and provide suitable activities
for children under three years. They make regular observations and use them to plan the next
steps for children's development. Children have close relationships with each other and staff
who know them well. Their emotional well-being is fostered through good interaction and
support from staff to help them learn about their environment. Staff encourage children to
express their thoughts and feelings and good questioning helps to promote the use of language.

Nursery Education

The quality of teaching and learning is good. Staff have a good understanding of children's
individual needs. They plan and provide a wide range of activities and experiences to move
them on in their development. They have a secure knowledge of the Foundation Stage and the
information gained from assessments is used effectively to plan the next steps of children's
learning. Staff make good use of their time and resources, as a result children are keen to learn
and are making good progress towards the early learning goals.

Children are confident and can play well on their own as well as with each other. They are
motivated and engage in a broad range of stimulating indoor and outdoor activities which
provide good levels of challenge. Many children are able to spell, write and recognise their
names in print. They use and say numbers in sequence and use language to describe and compare
shapes, size and quantity. Memory and number games help children develop mathematical
thinking and problem solving skills.

Children express and communicate their ideas, thoughts and feelings by using a wide range of
musical instruments such as drums, castanets, tambourines and bells. They enjoy dancing and
moving to music and listening to their favourite stories. Although there is a good selection of
role play materials children can not access them independently. Children have good opportunities
to learn about living things. They plant flower seeds and investigate the life cycle of mini beasts.
Children are learning how to use some programmable toys but have limited access to everyday
technology to support their learning.

Helping children make a positive contribution

The provision is good.

Staff work closely with parents to meet children's individual needs. A gradual settling in period
is used to allow children to settle at their own pace. A good range of activities and resources
help children learn about diversity. Children celebrate and explore different festivals and beliefs.
The nursery have an international day and invite parents to share their own cultures and national
dish and children dress up in their own national costumes. As a result children are developing
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a good understanding of the wider society and their spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development is appropriately fostered.

Children are well behaved and receive good support from staff to help them understand right
from wrong. They are encouraged to be kind to one another and benefit from consistent praise
and encouragement for their achievements. Staff have a good understanding of how to provide
for children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities to ensure all children take part at a
level appropriate to their needs.

Partnership with parents is good. The setting has an open door policy which encourages parents
to talk to staff when they need to. They are informed about activities, outings and parents
evenings through newsletters and information displayed on a notice board. Parents receive
good information about the curriculum and what children will learn. Staff give daily feedback
about children's well-being.

Organisation

The organisation is good.

Children are well cared for in an environment that is organised to help them progress in all
areas of development. A key worker system ensures that children receive individual care and
support from staff. Children play an active part in the setting and enjoy making choices and
decisions about their play and learning. Staff support each other well as a team and clear
communication and guidance helps to provide a range of purposeful and developmentally
appropriate activities. Staff have good understanding of child care and are committed to
enhancing their knowledge and skills through attending training courses throughout the year.
All required documentation required for the safe and effective management of the nursery is
available for parents. Policies and procedures are in place to promote children's welfare and,
health and safety; although children do not always have access to individual towels.

Leadership and management is good. The manager works along side her staff to reflect, monitor
and improve the quality of care and education. There are effective recruitment and induction
procedures followed to ensure that suitably experienced and qualified staff work with children.
Regular appraisals gives staff the opportunity to review their professional development. Children
have good access to most resources within the setting; although have limited access to some
equipment to support their learning. The setting meets the needs of the range of the children
for whom it provides.

Improvements since the last inspection

The last inspection recommended that the setting include in the written child protection
statement, the procedures to be followed in the event of an allegation being made against a
member of staff or volunteer.

The nursery has updated their child protection policy to include procedures to be followed in
the event of an allegation being made against a member of staff or volunteer.

The last nursery education inspection recommended that the setting increase opportunities
for children to build and construct using a range of resources and materials, promote further,
and encourage children's skills in construction, allowing them freedom to explore and reflect
their own ideas.
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Children now have good access to a range of resources and materials that they can use to build
and construct with. They are readily accessible giving children opportunities to explore and
experiment.

Complaints since the last inspection

Since the last inspection there have been no complaints made to Ofsted that required the
provider or Ofsted to take any action in order to meet the National Standards.

The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which they can see
on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than those made to Ofsted.

THE QUALITY AND STANDARDS OF THE CARE AND NURSERY EDUCATION

On the basis of the evidence collected on this inspection:

The quality and standards of the care are good. The registered person meets the National
Standards for under 8s day care and childminding.

The quality and standards of the nursery education are good.

WHAT MUST BE DONE TO SECURE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT?

The quality and standards of the care

To improve the quality and standards of care further the registered person should take account
of the following recommendation(s):

• ensure individual towels are used to prevent cross infections

The quality and standards of the nursery education

To improve the quality and standards of nursery education further the registered person should
take account of the following recommendation(s):

• ensure children can access role play equipment independently and have opportunities
to use everyday technology on a regular basis to support their learning

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures
set out in the leaflet Complaints about Ofsted Early Years: concerns or complaints about Ofsted's
role in regulating and inspecting childcare and early education (HMI ref no 2599)which is available
from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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