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This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
 

Please see our website for more information about each childcare provider. We 
publish inspection reports, conditions of registration and details of complaints we 
receive where we or the provider take action to meet the requirements of 
registration. 
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Description of the setting 
 

Allens Montessori Day Nursery has been registered since 1996. It operates from a 
two storey house in a residential area of Thornton Heath in the London Borough of 
Croydon. The premises consist of three group rooms and a secure garden to the 

rear.  
 
The nursery is open from 7.45am to 6.00pm Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the 
year and is registered to care for a maximum of 33 children in the early years age 

group, aged from 2 - 5 years at any one time.  
 
There are currently 45 children on roll, some of whom attend on part-time basis. 

The nursery provides care for children with disabilities and learning difficulties and 
for children who speak English as an additional language. Thirty children receive 
funding for early education.  

 
A total of eight staff work directly with the children and all staff hold appropriate 
childcare qualifications. The nursery is registered on the Early Years Register and 

the voluntary and compulsory parts of the Childcare Register.  
 
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 

Overall the quality of the provision is good. 
 
Children and their families are very much welcomed at this friendly nursery. Staff 

get to know the children well and as a team plan and provide a variety of 
interesting and enjoyable activities, which support children's learning and 
development. Systems are in place to gather the views of parents and staff which 
serve to identify ways in which to improve outcomes for children.  

 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
 
To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 

 
 allow children more opportunities at meal times to promote their 

independence.    

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of 

the early years provision 
 

The staff team at Allen's Montessori Day Nursery are dedicated, friendly and enjoy 
working with children and their families. Staff are deployed effectively to support 
children in making independent choices throughout the day. Children's welfare is 

promoted effectively through the detailed safeguarding procedures that are in 
place. For example, staff continue to attend relevant training enabling them to 
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demonstrate a clear understanding of safeguarding issues. A safeguarding policy 
has been devised and shared with parents. A named person responsible for 
ensuring that safeguarding concerns are dealt with promptly, appropriately and 
sensitively has been identified. 

 
Clearly organized recruitment and vetting systems are followed and are robust. 
This ensures that children are cared for by suitable adults. Detailed and well 

maintained documentation, comprehensive policies and procedures are in place 
and effectively implemented. Risk assessments for indoor and outdoor areas are 
conducted. The monitoring of the service is viewed as important. Staff issue 

questionnaires where parents can voice their opinions and views. A suggestion 
book is also available for parents to write their comments. The staff team have 
completed Ofsted's self evaluation form which has enabled them to monitor and 

evaluate the quality of the provision and ensure that any weaknesses that are 
identified are promptly acted on to improve outcomes for children. 
  

Staff have established good working relationships with parents. Parents are kept 
informed daily of their child's day and care needs. Parents are also kept informed 
of their child's developmental progress and achievements. Newsletters and 
information on the parents' notice board keep parents abreast of up and coming 

events. Staff have forged links with other providers of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. This ensures continuity and coherence and aids the transition from nursery 
to school.  

 
Children are cared for by a diverse staff team. All children, irrespective of ethnicity, 
culture or religion, home language, family background, gender or ability have the 

opportunity to experience a challenging and enjoyable programme of learning and 
development. Inclusive practice is promoted well by staff ensuring that all children 
have their welfare needs met and achieve well. There are currently no children 

attending the setting who have learning difficulties or disabilities. Nevertheless, 
staff are aware of the importance of forming effective links with parents/carers and 
external agencies or services such as speech and language therapists ensure 

children receive the support needed. Equality and diversity are promoted through 
the availability of books, dressing up clothes, dolls and puzzles that depict people 
of different cultures and those with additional needs. Signs around the nursery are 
written in a variety of languages.  

 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision 

and outcomes for children 
 
As the children arrive they are warmly greeted by staff. The staff team plan and 

provide a selection of enjoyable activities and play opportunities which both 
support and challenges children's development. Each child is assigned to a key 
person whose responsibility it is to ensure observations are completed. Through 
the completion of these observations staff monitor children's progress regularly 

and use this information to provide for their individual needs.  
Children are confident and enthusiastic learners who eagerly become involved in a 
variety of interesting and motivating, self chosen play activities. For example 
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children experience malleable materials such as play dough. Tools such as rolling 
pins and cutters aid children's manipulative skills as they make 'patties' and 'roti'. 
Children develop their fine motor skills as they are able to practice their pincer grip 
when using a pipette to transfer water from one container to another.  

The outdoor play area is well organized a shelter has been recently installed 
therefore enabling children to play outside in all weathers. Children are able to use 
the child sized fixed exercise bike, cross trainer and ride tricycles. Creative 

activities such as painting are available in the outdoor play area. Children 
independently fetch containers of water from the outside sick and using a 
decorators brush to 'paint' the fence using their gross motor skills as children 

sweep the brush up and down the fence. A wall mounted chalk board provides 
opportunities for children to be creative and practice their mark making skills. One 
child drew a monster and confidently pointed out to the Inspector its features such 

as eye brows, ears a big smiley mouth and funny hair! Children are active and 
inquisitive learners using spades they dig in the soil and water the plants using 
watering cans. Opportunities for children to engage in imaginative play is not 

limited to indoors. Two children invite the Inspector to sit down whilst they 
prepare a meal of noodles. Not before washing their hands in the role play sink. 
Children are provided with opportunities to mimic real life experiences as they 
'bathe, dry and dress their babies'. Some children are able to name letters of the 

alphabet and are beginning to form words such as 'dog'. Children listen with 
enjoyment and attentively to stories and respond with relevant comments and 
questions.  

Experiences such as choosing activities that they want to play with helps children 
become independent. Once finished, children are encouraged to replace the 
activities onto shelves, ready for others to enjoy. However, children are not further 

encouraged to help staff to set tables ready for meal times. 
Children are developing an understanding of why they need to adopt good hygiene 
practice. For instance all children wash their hands before eating their meals and 

snacks. Menus are well devised to ensure children receive a well balanced 
nutritious diet. Meals are prepared on the premises and taken into consideration 
children's individual dietary requirements. Children and staff sit together at meal 

times. Younger children are encouraged to feed themselves although staff are on 
hand to assist. Children are encouraged to be independent as they serve 
themselves and pour their own drinks.  
Children's behaviour is good, through consistent boundaries, children are learning 

about the importance of sharing and taking turns. Through positive praise children 
develop positive self esteem. The learning and play opportunities and the level of 
staff interaction such as their questioning as the children play helps children 

develop skills for the future.  
  
 



Inspection Report: Allens Montessori Day Nursery, 09/03/2011  

 

 

7 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

The overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
How well does the setting meet the needs of the 
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 
improvement 

2 

 

The effectiveness of leadership and management of the early 
years provision 
The effectiveness of leadership and management of the 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
2 

The effectiveness of leadership and management in embedding 
ambition and driving improvement 

2 

The effectiveness with which the setting deploys resources 2 

The effectiveness with which the setting promotes equality and 
diversity 

2 

The effectiveness of safeguarding 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement 

2 

The effectiveness of partnerships 2 
The effectiveness of the setting’s engagement with parents and 

carers 

2 

 

The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage  
The quality of the provision in the Early Years Foundation Stage 2 

 

Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Outcomes for children in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 
2 

The extent to which children achieve and enjoy their learning 2 
The extent to which children feel safe 2 
The extent to which children adopt healthy lifestyles 2 
The extent to which children make a positive contribution 2 
The extent to which children develop skills for the future 2 
 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 

procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


